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We whofe Names are underwritten do hereby teftifie 
die Truth of the Matters of Fad: in the withinwritten 
Letter related, 

Benjamin Majler, a Jurat of the Town, aged 74, 

Robert Hammond, Senior, a Jurat of the Town, aged 77, 
William Godden, a Filherman, aged 74. 

Thomas Marfh, a Filherman, aged jz. 

William Hall, a Filherman, aged 75. 

James Godden, a Filherman, upward of 60. 


III. Mifcellaneous Obfervations made about Rome, 
Naples and fome other Countries , in the Tear 
1683 and 1684; and communicated to the Tub* 
lijher by Tancred Robinfort M. D. R, S, S. 

SIR, 

Y O U having been pleas'd to think fome of my Ob* 
fervations might be agreeable to the Publick, I 
fhall here freely give you them (fuch as they are} o* 
mirting thofe that were formerly extraded out of the 
MSS. Diaries of my Travels, fome of which are Printed 
in feveral Philofoptical Tranfafficns , and others in fome 
of Mr. Rays Englilh Trads. 

In my Journey from Rome to Naples l obferv’d on the 
Rubbilh of the Tre Taberne an unufual Vegetable for 
that place, remote from Town or Houfe, which was the 
Ficus Indica Spinofa commonly call'd the Opuntia or Tuna, 
and by our Writers of America the Prickly*?ear, whole 
Juice gives the Urine a red Colour; when I came to 
Naples , I found it there near the Rocks, and in fome wild 
folitary Places like a Native. If the Spaniards planted it, 
they chofe defertSituations. On this Plant the Co chine el 
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Fermi cuius is faid to feed in great Numbers, before it 
changes into the Chryfalis or Aurelia, of a Lady-Ce tv : but 
she Colour lies in the hlympbWorm before it turns a Beetle. 
This gives me occafion to reflect upon the mdny Species 
of our European Fermic-uli , fome of which might be 
found to yield rich Colours (if try’dj): We are certain the 
Maggot of our Ilex gives th c Hermes, and a noble Scar¬ 
let Dye before it turns into a Fly. Many Shell-Filh 
(which ?re a fort of Infe&J contain Purple Juices. 

This brings on another Remark I made in palling the 
A t ermines and Alps, where I noted in fome Beds cr Strata, 
and even in the midft of the iiardeft Rocks, great varie¬ 
ties o f per fed Shells, that never occurr’d to me on the Ita¬ 
lian Shores, nor in any of the numerous Mufettms of that 
Country: fo 1 guefs they might be Exotick, 

Going further on die Ft a Applet, I obferv’d abundance 
of the SiHqna Arbor or Carcb Tree . commonly call'd 
Pants S. Jo.mnis Baptijla ; on the Pulp whereof many poor 
People were feeding. The Husks tailed like Manna to me. 
Near them grew plenty of the Arbor Juda. 

The Arbutus , or Strawberry Tree, was common in the 
woody places ; if this grows wild in the South Weft parts 
of Ireland . as (ome affirm, I ffiall think them much 
warmer than any Counties of England. 

Before I enter’d the beautiful Campania of Naples large 
Woods of Cork Trees grew on each fide the Road, where 
the Inhabitants were decorticating them. I ask’d if the 
Trees did not perifh: they anfwer’d,- fome did, but the 
Acorns return’d annual Supplies. The Women and Chil¬ 
dren wore Shoes made of the Bark* 

Coming near Capua I obferv’d a Species of Afli, or Or- 
mts , on the Trunk whereof many Saccharin Concretions 
were vifible. This prov’d the rrue Manna-) that iflues 
out thro’ the Incifions made in this Tree by the Inhabi¬ 
tants of Calabria » Swarms of Cicadas were fucking the 
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Body and Boughs, .and perhaps by wounding then made 
way for hetti'/Hawa. Here I may note, that many In¬ 
fers have not only a Frobofcis to bore and draw out the 
Juices of Plants for Aliment, but other proper inflruments 
to convey their Eggs into Vegetables and Animals, where 
they may find Covert and Food when they come tc hatch, 
in the Gall-Tumours, and other. Excrefcences cccafion’d 
by the Wounds of the Parent Infers, that make fuch 
variety of Cuniculi in all parts of Plants, and even in 
the cutaneous parts of living Creatures and in dead Flefii. 

This confirms me, that many Gums and Exudations 
find their way out of Vegetables thro’ the Wounds of 
Infedts and other Apertures. Moll Voyagers thro’ the 
Ea(t Iniks a (firm, that Gum Lack is .work’d and made 
by large Ants that cover the Trees. I rather think the 
infe&s fuck and terebrate the Tree, and To give vent to 
that peculiar bap that hardens in the Sun. This may ex-* 
tend to moll Balfamiferous, Gummifercus, and Saccha¬ 
rine Plants, efpecially in hot Climates where Infeds 
abound, and are more a&ive. In cold Climates the 
Saps of many Vegetables will boyl into Sugars, as that 
of Maple, Birch, Reeds, &c. Not biJJ that the Fluids 
of Plants (like thofe of Animals,) will fpontaneoufly 
break thro their Vefiels in a Pkchory, and make on the 
fuperficial Parts various Eruptions and Congeftions. 

Difcourfing of Manna i may here take Notice there 
are many adulterations of this Drug : ail pafies for the 
Calabrian, whereas that of Brian/on is from the Larix, 
that of Per/ia from the Myrica, and thefe frequently 
mixt with the Juices of Spurges, and other Purgative 
Ingr uients. 1 mull not h re deny that Dew wih (brae- 
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times m cooTMornings ihoot, and congeal mco a loud. 
Tweet, white Subftance, which I once observ'd in very 
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Upon viewing the Fulcands about Naples, Fefuvtus 
on the Eaft fide, the Sol fat a/a and Monte di Qtnere on the 
Weft near Puzzuclo and Baj£ ; I obferv’d the fame Face 
of Nature, which i believe runs thro’ all the other Ftd- 
cands of our Globe, viz, heaps of Pumice Stones and 
Cinders of Marchafitcs on the iides, with Beds of Flower 
of Brimftone on the tops. The Holes and Cavities in 
thofe calcin’d Minerals feern to be the Nidus of the Sul¬ 
phur, which hath been fublim’d by the Keat and Fire of 
that vaft Mafs of Pyrites, that compofe the Bowels of 
thofe Fulcands, and lye fcatter'd rhro’ many parts of the 
Earth, even under the Sea, where they fometimes ger¬ 
minate, ferment, and take Fire, throwing up little I (lands. 
Earthquakes and other Chocs of the Globe may fpring 
from the Mines of'thefecombuftible and explofive Mine¬ 
rals, loaden with Brimftone and Elaftic Salts. Hence 
fome Account may be given of Thermo, or hot Baths, 
whofe Waters gliding thro’thefe hot Beds take their 
Gas. Of fuch Medicinal boiling Waters and Stoves, 
there are more about Naples than in any place I ever faw or 
heard of, the whole Country being continually pervaded 
by hot Steams. 

Walking round this City I found Palm Trees, feme 
with unripe Dates hanging down, others without any 
Fruit: and there was another Species of Palm that fwcats 
out th cGum Dragon : I fuppofethe Monks had tranfplant- 
ed them out of Africa. I faw growing here many Sugar- 
Canes, Rice, Maiz, abundance of the purging Senna, and 
Cummin Seed. Thro’the whole Campania of Naples I ob¬ 
ferv’d the fame Vegetables to be larger and more proud 
than in other parts of Italy, as the Plat anus, the Lentifcus, 
the Terobinthus , the Fifaches, the Oleanders, Agnus Caftus, 
Barba Jovis, the Tragacanth, the Styrax, the Capers, CSV. 
The Melons, Jujubes, the Azaroles, and other Fruits 
were of a hotter Tafte. The Gvfypium, with the Cor- 
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ton breaking out of the husks, adorn’d fome of the 
Fields; the Hedges full of Pomegranats, Almonds, Tama¬ 
risk, Sumach, Cednts Lycia (a fort of Juniper or SavinJ 
abundance of Phillyrea , Alaternus } Cifli, Cytifi, Myrtles, 
Spanijl) Broom, Bays, Lauruftines, &c. all wild. Indige¬ 
nous of that warm Soil and kind Climate. The Water- 
Melons, the Olives, the Oranges, Lemons and Citrons 
were better than about Genoa or in Provence . 

The Lotus Arbor or Nettle Tree, the Paliurus or Chrift 
Thorn, the Ricinus or Palma Chrifli, common in the 
Hedges, with feveral ThymeUds. 

I law them filhing for Coral, and Hippocampi : the Hr ft 
did not comefoft out of the Sea ; the hard Incruflation 
covers the Vegetable part that bears Seed, as the Alga's 
and Fuel do. They take the Sword-Fifb by darting a 
Spear into him, as they do the Whales in the Greenland 
Filhery. 

When dark Night came on, I could fee Multitudes of 
Luminous Flies thro’ the Campania of Naples : perhaps 
our Male Glcwerm, or flying Cicindela, may abound 
there; not but that many other fnfe&s may carry fuch 
Lanthorns about them. The Scorpions creep out about 
that time ; and I have found them often in Bed, with the 
Punaifes. 

The Hedges are full of Lizards of various Colours; 
and the Cicada’s chirp and ling towards Evening. I ob- 
i’erv’d feveral Species of flinging Spiders in the Corn 
Fields, fome of which, in hot Harvefts, may prove 
Tarantulas ; the Poyfons of Animals and Plants increafing 
with the approach of the Sun, and the Heats of Climates. 
Abundance of Silk-Worms were (pinning on the Trees 
and Shrubs; the Birds prey’d upon them, before they 
could change into Papilio's, as they do upon (warms of 
Lccufls* 
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! cat often their young Frogs, Tortoifes and Snails, 
ferved up with Oyl and Pepper, which agreed well with 
me : fo did their Sea Urchins, and the Urtica Marina, (cal¬ 
led Sea Gdly or Blubber, tho’ it be an Animal, having a 
true Heart, and Veffels for the Circulation of Fluids) 
Sense of their Thirties are no ungrateful Sallee. 

I faw feme Vitriol Works about Siena, Rome and Puz- 
zuolo ; thofe of Alum only about Civil a Vecchia. Amongft 
the Sands of the Adriatic Sea 1 obferv’d many white, 
clear, fhining Flints ; which they told me were carried to 
Venice, to make the fine Chryftal Glafs at Mur an. 

Upon reading our ingenious Dr. Mufgrave, de Get a Bri¬ 
tan. dr Synop. Chronolog. Dom. Sever. 1 confulted my 
Diary taken at Rome. The Magnificent Sepizonium fi¬ 
gur’d by hit* flood near the Foot of the Palatine Hill, on 
the E.S.E . fide, overlooking the Via Appia and the 
Circus Maximus, the Amphitheatre of Titus being near 
on the other Side. By the number of Portico's (which 
were Seven) it might contain Multitudes of People, as 
Spectators of the Triumphal Entries and the publick 
Games. But I would not be thought to differ from our 
Learned Countryman, who with good Authority, thinks 
it the Sepulctfretum of that Imperial Family; tho’ moft of 
the Ancient MaufoLums, (at leaft thofe t faw) were Roton- 
da's, or Columbaria s, for the more convenient placing the 
Urns of the Kindred; as that of Auguflus near the Cam¬ 
pus Martins ; that of Adrian on the other Bank of the 
Tyber ; thofe laid to be of Scipio, of Cicero, and Munatius 
Plancus, near Gaieta and the Via Appia ; that of Virgil 
on the fide of Mount Paujtlippus; that of C. Metella and 
fome others, on the Via Flaminia. Some were Pyramidal 
as that of Ceftius in the Wall of Rome, and a few others 
on. the public Roads. 1 his Septizonhm Severs feems ro 
differ from the red of thofe Ancient Sepulchres urns, which 

might 
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might he varied according to the Fancy and Humour of 
great Families. 

This Urn Burial was only in Falhion amongft the Gen¬ 
ies Majores : as for the dead Bodies of the - Plebeians and 
Slaves, they were generally laid in places where they had 
dug Stone 5 and thofe Quarries became Catacombss. The 
Laws prohibited them to bury within a City, unlefs the 
Bodies were firffc reduc’d to Allies. 

I oblerv’d in many of the Ruins about Rome and Naples, 
great Stones laid clofe, and wedged very fall with little or 
no Cement* the Bricks, towards the middle of a Building, 
were generally of a Rhomb oi dal Figure, very Smooth, 
Shining and Hard, laid in Plaifter as firm as Marble. 
Their Mortar was much more durable then ours, as 
appears at this Day by their Aqtttedufis and Pi (etnas, the 
Cento Com ore, and Caligula’s Bridge under Water at Baja, 
Pliny fays, they madeuie of the Terra Puteolana, but the 
prefent inhabitants have loft the way of tempering it. 

During my abode at Genoa, Leghorn, Oflia and Chita 
Vecchia, l obferv’d many Torpedo’s or Cramp Fifhes , mod 
accurately Anatomized by S. Lorenzini ; plenty of Sphy- 
rana’s, (a Species of Sea Pike, a*kin to the Needle Fillies) 
The Uranofccptis, call'd Rocca in Capo and Prete. The 
Mola or Sun Filh. The Dentex or Pentalis, AltaveU’s 
a fort of Paflinaca . The Pefce Balefira or Caprifcus. The 
Pefce Pettine or Novactdd. The Zygana or Ballance 
Fifn, as large as the Saw*Filh or molt Sharks. The 
Scolopax or Trombetta, call’d by our Seamen the Bel¬ 
lows or Trumpet-Filh. The Draco Marinus, The Tun- 
ny-Filh. The Centrina or Pefce Porco. The Aquila, The 
Scorpius Major, with Varieties of Tttrdi in the Markets. 
But what pleas’d me mod,, were fome odd Sea Ani¬ 
mals, as the Lepus Marinus, (a Species of naked Snail,) 
the F-Iyflrix Marinus, or Eruca, call’d by the Seamen Pincio, 
with a Brulh hanging out of the Tail, like the Byjjus or 
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Silk of the Pinna. Many Tamburos or Drum-Fillies; 
Plenty of Parana's. I oblerv’d a ftrange Sea Animal, 
call’d the Microcofmo marine, with many Shells, Tululi 
and Vegetables growing or flicking to the Back of it, 
this appear’d to me a-kin to the Echini Marini , or rather 
to the Stella Marina, being Triangular, and fometimes 
Pentadaclylons. 

I embark’t once with the Fifhermen, who Ihew’d me 
feveral Loligds, Polypi, and Sepia’s, or Cuttle-Fillies, (ail 
Cruflaccous) iome of them were cafting out their Ink in 
the" Water: I fuppofed fome Sharks, Dog-Fillies, or other 
Enemies, were near them; this black Liquor may be the 
Gall of thole Animals. In the Nets, I often found Sea 
Infecfls, and Vegetables; and indeed a new World, un- 
delcrib’d by natural Writers, at lead unknown to me .* 
but for want of the Art of Deflgning or Drawing, a- 
bundance of things elcap’d me, and were utterly loft ; 
therefore I would advife all Travellers to be converfant 
in that moft ufeful Science. 

I oblerv’d the Italians near the Alps and Apennines, 
call’d feveral Birds Frantolinds, as our Red, Grey and 
Black Game; and even their red and white Patridges; 
the different Colours of the Hens from the Cocks, the 
many Variegations in Feathers, the different Ages and 
Places, have all given occafion to multiply Names and 
Species; the fame may happen in Fillies, Quadrupeds, 
Infers, and all the Divifions of Zoology ; and even in 
Botany and Minerology. 

The Italians call many of their little fat Birds BeccaE- 
go’s, that feed upon Figs, Grapes, and other fweet Fruits. 
So the French multiply their Ortulans , taken in the Vine¬ 
yards and Gardens. Some of the Antient Writers take 
Notice that the Romans ufed to feed their Geefe and ocher 
Birds with Figs, when they intended to fwell their Li¬ 
vers to a monftrous Bignefs. 
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The Merops or Ap'tafter is common on their Brooks; 
it flies like our Kings-Fiiher, and preys not only upon fn- 
fe&s but Fifli. There is a very beautiful Bird in Italy, 
that fufpends its Nell down from the Boughs of Trees. 
When I faw it fly by me, I took it for an Indian, from 
the brightnefs of its Colours; it is as large as our Miflel- 
Bird and Thrufli. an Uterus Ilinii > 

The great Cock of the Wood ((aid to be found in Inland) 
is common on the iides of the Italian Hills, and brought 
frequently to^the Markets. I faw twice or thrice the 
Him ant opus, and the Phxnicopterus or Flamingo , f whole 
Tongue was a Dainty amongll the Romans, when they 
grew Luxurious). 1 obfetvd ibme Spoon-bills : thefe three- 
laft Birds were wading in the Rivers and Marlhes, near 
the Sea. Once I fpy’d fome Felecans on the Adriatic , 
near the mouth of the Po . The Avis Diomedxa was 
hung up dry’d in one of the Mufmms at Florence, but 
they told me it had been taken on lome of the Ifles of 
the Archipelago. 

On the Laguna of Venice, f faw leveral Species of 
Mergi, Lari, Colymbi, and other Water Fowls, mod of 
which Div’d. I was furpriz’d with the Variety of them, 
having not feen fo many on other Coafls: perhaps the 
hard Winter had forc’d fome unufual Birds thither. 
The Monks and Fryers told me, they eat fome of thole 
Sea Birds in Lent and on Fall Days, becaufe they liv’d 
upon Fifli, and had a pifcole Talle, as the French pre¬ 
tend their Macreufe to have, which is a fort of Sea Duck, 
common on the Coaft of Normandy, and brought to 
the Markets, even at Paris on Maigre Days; of which 
I gave a long Hiftory in the Philof. TranfaH> An, 
1685- N°. ^7^. 

Buffalo's are common in the Kingdom of Naples, and 
in fome parts of Lombardy , where they plough and draw 
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with them. A peculiar Cheefe is ftiade of their Milk 
(call’d Cafio di Cavallo) rowl’d up like ftiff pieces of 
Ribbon. Out of their black (binjng Horns they make 
Snuffboxes and Combs. The Creature is unruly, and 
therefore they lead them with iron or Brals Rings drawn 
thro’their Nofcs. They make a Buff Leather of their 
Skins. I once faw fome hairy Sheep feeding on a Com¬ 
mon; perhaps they had been brought fro m Africa. 

In palling the high Alps, I had a View of the Ibex or 
Steinbeck, whofe large Horns are recurvated almoft as 
far back as the Tail; they are very ponderous for the 
bulk of the Animal, having many knotty Rings, that 
may help them in climbing. They are rarely taken. 

The Rupicapra or Chamois , is very common on the fides 
of the Cliffs, whofe Skins afford the foft Leather. The 
Mas Alpinus, or Marmota , is as large as a Rabbet, will 
foon grow tame in Houfes, tho* brought down from the 
Summits of the higheft Mountains, where it will grow 
fat. 

I have feen in feveral Towns of Italy frefh ftrong Por¬ 
cupines, which the Inhabitants told me were taken in the 
Hedges and Ditches thereabouts, tho’ much more rare 
than our Land Urchins. In the Grifons Country, and in 
fome Cantons of Switzerland, I have often obferv’d the 
Ranunculus Vtridis or fmall Tree-Frog, perching on the 
Boughs and Leaves. 

In the Northern Parts of Germany I faw feveral £/£• 
Skins, and thofe of the Rhin-Deer fluffed, and fee up in 
Mufeums, but never alive: tho’ the Animals are laid to 
be common in Mttfcozy and Lapland, and fometimes ieen 
in the Fore (Is of Pruf]hi. 

The Skins of Hippopotami ((aid to be the Behemoth) 
are in fome Collections of Curiofit'ies in Italy and Hol¬ 
land: fo are thofe of the Musk-Deer, one of which is in 
the flhfeum of our Royal Society. 


Give 



( 4 8 3 ) 

Give me leave here to refled a little upon the late 
Aurora Borealis, whofe Phenomena you have To well 
defcrib’d and explain’d in your late Philofophical Tranf&GtP 
on , No 347 . 1 am of your- Opinion, that thole Phof- 

phorous or Luminous Appearances in the Firmament,, 
proceed from the various Effluvia pcrfpir'd out of our 
Globe, or palling thro’ it ? for ' have feen thole Lights 
over Vefuvius, the Strombulo Iflands, and towards JE'na. 
in dark Nights, when thofe Vulcano's were nut. P : og 
nor burning, their Sides and Tops being paflable to 'i u 
vellers at that time, and all their outward pans quiet. 
We are certain that Iceland and Greenland abound wf h 
Vulc&nds ; fo may North Eaft Lapland, North and 
Tartary, where vaft Chains of Mountains are (aid to run. 
The Jejuits , and other Travellers, relate many prodigi¬ 
ous Eruptions of Fires, and Earthquakes towards the 
North of China ; but nearer the Pole, the Earth mud be 
clos’d and pent up many Months, by the long fovere 
freezings and continual Snow and fee, which relaxing 
towards Spring, may give vent to that vail Mafs or Ma¬ 
gazine of perlpirable Matter, that had been kept fo long 
in hot Subterraneous Prifons. This may be one Reafon 
why Animal Bodies thcmfclves are often fcnfible of 
Changes at th>? Seafon in cur Climate, when Perfpiration 
is upon fuch an Increafe •, but 1 will not cake up your 
time any longer, cfpccial.ly upon a Subje<3: chat.you un¬ 
derhand fo well, 

SIR, 

Tout mft humble Servant, 
Tancred Robinfon 
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